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PROC EEDINGS 


On His Ma jeſty's Commiſſion of Oyer and Terminer, and 
Goal Delivery, for the 


II High Court of Admiralty of England ; 


Before the Right Worlhipful Sir THOMAS SALUSSUSY, Knt. LL D. 
Judge of the High Court of ApMIRaLTyY; Sir Thomas PARKER, 
Ent. Lord Chief Baron of His Ma jesTyY's Court of ExcHh EUER; 
and Others His MajesTyY's Commiſſioners of Oyer and Terminer, 
and Goal Delivery for the: High Court of ADMIRALTY of England, 


Ock. zo, 1761. 


Bill of indictment was found by the 
Grand Inqueſt againſt Ailliam Watſon, 


Chziſtian Erickſon and John Jennings, not taken, 
with force and arms, on the high ſeas, about 
the diſtance of one league from Dover, a 
certain ſhip called the Stadtholder piratically 
did break and enter, and on Chriſtoffel Berens, 
then maſter of the ſaid ſhip, did piratically 
make an aſſault, putting him in bodily fear 
and danger of his life, and one wooden caſe, 
containing 12 glaſs bottles; value 6s. 2 quarts 


of rum, value 28. 2 quarts of brandy, value 


28, 2 quarts of Geneva, value 1s. and 20 
Spaniſh dollars, value 41. 15 8. the property of 
the ſaid Chriſtoffel, did ſteal, take, and car- 
Ty away, Oct. 20, 1757: and that he the ſaid 
William Watſon, the goods thus ſtolen, did 


piratically receive and have, well knowing the 


ſame to be piratically and feloniouſly ſtolen. 


To this inditment he pleaded not guilty; . 


and for his trial, put himſelf on God and his 


country; whereupon the following gentlemen 
liam Watſon. 


were ſworn upon the jury: 
Henry Kent, Foreman, | Thomas Lambert, 
— Curtis, Robert Phipps, 
muel Newton, Thomas Brown, 
Peter Moulſon, Thomas Simpkins, 
Thomas Naſh, William Stockley, 
Thomas Harding, , | Cha. Maddox 


[The evidences were examingd apart, ] 


late of London, mariner, forthat Charles 


Chriftoffel Berens not underflanding Engliſh, 
was ſworn by the interpretation of Fohn 
Rubear, who was fff Jura truly to in- 
ter pret. 

King's council. Do you know the priſoner at 

the bar? 

Berens, To the beſt of m knowledge i it is 
William Watſon that robbe : it is ſo long 
ago, I am not certain, but he f — to be the 
perſon. | 
O. Was you the maſter of a Dutch ſhip i in 


the year 1757 ? 
Berens. Ves: her name was the Stadtholder. | 


. What place was ſhe bound from in the 
month of October that year? 
Berens. She was bound from St. Euſtatia to 
Amſterdam. 
2. Whether, in the courſe of your voyage, 
you was met with by any privateer ? | 
Berens. Yes: I was met by a LO, about 


a mile from the ſhore. 
©, What was the name of that privater? 


Berens. It was the Fly floop, captain Wil- 
2, Can you remember the day of the month 


; when this privateer met you? 


Berens. It was the 20th of Odober. | 
Give an account what paſſed between 


you and that privateer, or any part of the Wale | 


at that time. 
Berens. They came to me about the even- 


ing, nenn 


board nw 


- board me with a boat's crew. 
where I came from, and where I was bound 
to. I told them I was bound from St. Euſtatia 
to Amſterdam, Then they wanted to ſee my 
papers : I ſhewed them my papers: they took 
them all except a Turkiſh paſs. There were 
papers of the Weft-India company, and bills 


of lading: and they. went on board their pri- 


vateer. This was about five o'clock in the 
evening : my mate went with them. What 
paſſed there, he can give the beſt account. 
hen the ſame boat's crew came on board me 
again directly, and brought another perſon with 
them, whom they called the lieutenant, My 


mmate returned with him. 


Q: Did they bring your papers back ? 
Berens. They did: and ſaid, There are your 
papers. Then they wanted to go into the ca- 
bin, and aſked what I had to drink: they ſaid 
they could find nothing amiſs in the papers ; 
| and ſaid they had ſeen there were two caſes of 
indigo in the manifeſt : they aſked where theſe 
caſcs were, I ſaid I could not tell what part 
of the ſhip they were in; they ſaid, if you 
will not tell us where they are, we will cook 
you out of the cabin, 52 | 
2. What did they mean by that? 


Berens. They ſaid, if 1 would not tell where 


they were, they would take all the goods out 
of the cabin, and out of the gunner's room, 
to ſee where they were. I told them again, I 
did not know where they were, Then they 
took all the ſails that were in the cabin, and 
brought them on the deck; there were about 
18 bags of coffee lying under the fails, which 


they took and brought on the deck. Then - 


they went to work in the gunner's room, to 
ſee if they could find ſomething there : they 
brought out of that room 5 or 6 guns, and 5 
- or 6 piſtols, and 7 or 8 hangers, and put them 
into their own boat with 6 bags of coffee; 


then they came into the cabin, and obliged me 


to open my counter, or deſk; there they exa- 
mined my.papers, and took out money, Spaniſh 
and Dutch coins. : 

. To what value? 

Herens. About 80 guilders value ; the lieu- 
| tenant came into my cabin. The interpreter 
to the privateer that ſpoke Dutch, ſaid to the lieu- 

tenant e got ſome money ! the lieutenant 


ſaid; that is good booty; then they went on 
board the privatcer with the coffee, arms, and 
money. 5 | 


[4] 
aſked 


this privateer came into the harbour. 


two other of my 


2. Did they break open that deſk, or d 


you break it open for them? 


Berens. | was obliged to open it; they broke 

open one cheſt in the cabin. | 2 
Did they take any thing out of it?: 
erens. No, they did not. <4 ” 

9. * you ſee any more of them that 
night? ES | 5 

Ss. They told me I might fail away now, 
but they came again afterwards, and told me I 
muſt bring too, and they would bring back the 
coffre on board which they had taken: then [ 
aſked them if they would return me my money - 
and arms alſo ; they ſaid yes. 

D: Did they return them? | 

Berens, They brought nothing back but the 
6 bags of e. 

D.: Was it light enough to ſee the man's 
face that ſpoke to you from the privateer ? 

Berens. No, I could not fee his face; I 
thought he was the maſter, becauſe he ſpoke 
like the maſter. 3 
2. Did you ſee or hear any thing more of 
them that night ? ; 

Berens. After they had brought the coffee on 
board, I ſaw no more of them. I aſked them 
why they did not bring the other things; they 
gave me no anſwer to that. I forgot to men- 
tion 2 bottle caſes, which they took out of 
the cabin, with bottles in them, and brandy, 
rum, .and pin, for the uſe of the ſhip's crew ; 
and diſtilled liquor, which was a preſent for a 
gentleman at Amſterdam. . They told me it 
was fine liquor. OW. | 

2. Do you know any of the men that came 
on board, or were concerned in taking theſe 
things from you ? 

Berens. The interpreter was a priſoner here 
1 | Vo 

2, What became of you aſter this, did you 
ſee the privateer any more? cs | 

Berens. The next day I came into Dover, 
that was the 21ſt of October, and on the zoth 
] was 
told it by a perſon, I went with my mate and 
men on board her: I found 
'there my own bottle caſe in the cabin; the 
bottles were then empty. 5 

2: Are you ſure that was your caſe which 
was taken from on board your ſhip? | 

Berens. I am ſure it was. 71 

& Did you attempt to take it away ? 


Berens. No. 8 ' 


9. Whether vp — paſſed while 
you were on board the privateer at that 


time? 


Berens, There were tu er thies dye en 
board. I afked them where their captain was. 


They ſaid if I wanted to ſpeak with him, ay trea 


would fend for him: while I was ſpeaking to 


them, William Watſon came on board with - 


his brother Henry Watſon. | 
2, Look at the prifoner again, can you ſay 
he is the perſon? 
Berens. He looks a little like bins in the face, 
| but I cannot be poſitive. . I aſked my mate, 
who was ſtanding by me, which was the cap- 


tain; my mate pointed, and faid that was him. 


ow came vou to know the perſon's 
name was William Watſon ? 

Berens. Mr. Ficter, who told me the priva- 
teer was come in, told me that was the captain's 
name. The captain of the privateer aſted me 
| what I wanted, I ſaid I came to ſpeak to him. 
9. How do you know that was the captain 


of the privateer * 


Berent. My mate told me that was the cap- 


tain, becauſe he had ſpoke to him when he 
went on board his veffel, when they took the 
things away. The captain's brother ſtruck 
me with his foot m my face, in ſuch a manner 
that I fell down; he was looking for ſomething 

o beat me with, and he took an iron crow 
bot, and went after my mate with it: both of 
them looked for ſomething to beat us with. I 
went then to a ſloo wy that lay next to the priva- 
teer; there came Henry Watſon, and beat me 
with a hanger, and treated me very ill, both 
with his fiſt and the hanger, and William Wat- 
4 ſon came there after him, and he beat me w_ 

with his fiſt. I aſked them the reaſon wh - 
beat me ſo: then came a mate of a 
ſhip which was there, and he reſcued me out 
of their hands, Then I went to the mayor of 
Dover, and declared to him every thing that 
had happened to me, and defired him to arreſt 
William Watſon; but could not obtain it, I 
: made declaration upon oath of every thing be- 
fore the mayor. They would not ſtop him. 
I went the next day to the Downs, to admiral 
Smith, and gave an account what happened to 
me by William Watſon. While I was with 
the admiral, I was told captain Watſon was 
come to Deal: as ſoon as the admiral heard 
that, he ſent two of his conſtables to take him. 
Then I went to a tavern, where William 


131 


bay — was; 48 ſoon 28 I came in, he atoſe 
from the table, and came towards me, und 


ited us Bow I hd; and told me he heard 


from his people that they had robbed me; I 
ſaid did you not know that yeſterday, 9 
ted me in that manner. 5 

9. What faid Watſon to mat? LY. 
Berens. He aſked pardon for that Fair, and 


ſaid he would repay me double all that I miſſed: 
the two con- 
ſtables, and ſaid they came with an order from 


as I was talking to him, in came 


the admiral, and he muſt go along with them 


before the admiral; what paſſed there I do 2 : 


know. 


Q: You ſaid when they came on board, they | 


aſked for ſomething to drink, tg you give them 
any thing? 
Berens. I gave 4 ſome wine. 
©. Do you underfland- 2 perſon when * 


ſpeaks Engliſn? 


Berens. No, but captain Warn bete good | 


Dutch to me. 
f Crofs tad 


9. Did captain keg come in oa wos, — # 
your veſſel? ; 


Berens. No, he did not. 

D. Did they call the other perſon — 
or by any other particular name? 

Berem. They gave him dne nam of keniteridne. 

9. Who was the perſon that wolf the coin 
out of your deſk? 

Berens. That was a perlen chat; whe E N 
here formerly. 

A: Not the preſent priſoner? 


Berens, No. *, u MN 


Council for priſoner. If1 underſtand you he | 


perſon that haled you, after the boat had 
with you two times, and brought the coffee} 


by the voice you underſtood: that perſon t& be | 


the captain; pray when you was haled, he- 
ther you was not told the-crew had brovght 
back all the things they had taken? 


Berens, He faid, bring bys ys Ill give you | 


the offre. 


. Whether you mentioned liquor at bat. 
| ting? 


Berens. I told him, Tae pee will give 


me back the money, "and rum, and other le 


trifles that you have taken; 
. Whether it was only your own wie 
* that A ſaw in captain Walon $ bi. 
Berens. more than-my. own. 
V How much ho WIPER _ 


„ vis - 


— 


Berent. About 12 bottles; I cannot ey ex- 


f how much. ; '# 


1 Was there fix or eight quarts. in the 
whole ? 


„Berens. There was a mangle and a half. 


D. How much is a mangle? 
Berens. A mangle is four pints. | 
2. What was the value ot this caſe of your 


| —_ 
Berens. When it is full, it is worth 12 guil-⸗ 


ders; in Engliſh money about 20 ſhillings. 

9. When you ſaw captain Watſon at Deal, 
. whether he did not offer to deliver up to you all 
that the men had robbed you of! ? 

Berens. No. 


\. 2, Whether he did n not offer to ſhew you his 


men, that you might ſee who you had to com- 
plain againſt? _ - 
' Berens. No, he did woe. 
. Had you not been viſited by men of war 
or /privateers before? 
erens. The very ſame morning I had a pri- 


ö yateer took 8 bags of coffee. 
D. Was you ever made to bring too before? 


Berens. I was viſited by a King's tender. 
Is it not uſual for you to give what you 


call Thot-money f 120 


2 Sometimes they aſk it. 
| Whether captaia Watſon, at Deal, did 
not lay to you, if you have any claim againſt 
any of his men, he would go with you to Do- 
ver, and you ſhould ſce tem: 
Berens. No, Sir. = 
John Pyl ſiworn. 
** not Nen En ngliſb, the ſame We 


Tad ſworn. 


1 'Pyl. I was on board captain Berens's 


ſkip in the month of October 1757. 
2. In what capacity was you ? 
2 —5 mate. 
L. Whether you ever Gove the priſoner at 
the bar ? , 
yl. I never ſaw captain Watſon but twice. 
Look round, ſee if you can fee him, 


Look at the bar, do you know that man? 
*. 1 cannot ſay ſor certain. 
„What have you got to ſay ? 


B. In the channeh betwixt Dover r and Ca- 


huis; we were met with by a privateer on the 
20th of October 1757. 
2. What happened on your meeting her? 
Pyl. She ſhot at us, and made us "PE too, 
and wy came on board. 


[6] 


©, Ho many men came on board? 

Hl. I think there were 7 or 8 of them; they 
ſaid — wanted the ſhip's papers; the captain 
delivered them to them; they aſked for nothing 
more at that time, but went with them on board 
their own ſhip; I went with them, I was in 


the Da, and their n looked them over 


ws 
o you remember the name ofthe captain ? | 

Pyl. 1 did not. know his name then, but af- 
terwards I was told at Dover, that' his name 
was William Watſon : when they went again 
to our ſhip with the papers, I went with them; 
they went to captain Berens's.cabin and drank 
wine, and examined every thing; and took a- 
way 6 muſkets, 6 piſtols, 7 or 8 hangers, and 
6 bags of coffee; they took out of the cabin 
2 cheſts of bottles with liquor, and went yay 
with them. 

. Do you know of their taking any money ? 

Py.. No, I do not, the captain [= it, 
About an hour after the privateer came to our 
Leequarter, and called ourofthe ſhip they would 


bring the coffee back again; our captain told 


them they, ſhould ſend the othes things alſo that 
they had taken, They ſent the coffee, but not 


the other things. 


O: Was any anſwer made about bringing the 


other things: 


yl. They gave no anſwer to that, they ſaid 
yes; but did not bring them: then we failed 
away, and the privateer too. 
Did the Dutch ſhip on which you was on 
boned come into Dover at any time after that? 
Pyl. Ves; on the 21ſt of October we came in- 
to Dover. 
9. What paſſed then? | 
Pyl. We made a declaration of what we bad i 


3 robbed of, before the mayor. 


©. Had you an opportunity of ſeeing captain 
Watſon, or any body belonging to the privateer ? 
Pyl. About 8 days after that the privateer ar- 


rived in Dover, captain Berens and I went to 
ſee whether it was the ſame privateer that had 
260 5 1 15 looks round.) I can't fay I ſee him. 


robbed us; we went on board, there were 
men, captain Watſon was not then on board! 
but he came on board alittle after we were there: 
we found one empty bottle cheſt. 

Q: Whoſe property was that? | 

Hl. That was captain Berens's property; I 
know it very well. 

Q. Did you talk to captain Watſon about 
that cheſt that was taken out of your ſhip ? 

Pyl. When 


„ 


Pyl. When he came on board 1 ſaluted bim 


in Duck: he looked about for ſomething to beat 
us with. He ſaid, What are you doing here you 
ſon of a bitch he took up an iron crow-foot in 
order to beat me with, and his brogher drew 
his knife ; then I'ran awa 
Croſs examination, | 
9. At the time when you was on board their 


ſhip, and the captain examined the papers; whe- 


ther the captain was not civil to you, and diſ- 
miſled you as ſoon as he had examined the papers ? 
Pyl. He behaved. very civily. 
2. Had you ever ſeen him before that time 
you {aw him on board his ſhip? 
Pl. No, not to my knowledge. 
Milliam King ſworn. 
Wc ing. I belonged to a privateer called the F ly 
ſloop, in October 1757. 
FM Who was commander ? | 
William Watſon was commander '$ 
5. 1 at the priſoner at the bar. 
He looks at him. That is the man. 
Ty: * what capacity was you? 
I was in articles as ſurgeon, 
Do you remember what happened i in Oe. 


| 0 17 yy 
n Thurſday the acth of Odtober i in 
the 3 we ſailed from Dover: we ſaw a 
ſhip in the offing for Witten we made ſail. 
2, How far diſtance was ſhe when you firſt 


ſaw her? 
King. 1 believe ſhe might be a 5- or 6 


| 5 miles diſtance before we.came up with her : 


was fir'datin order to be broughttoo, 3 
too. Then captain Watſon ordered the boat 


to be manned, and ordered me to go on board, 


to know what ſhip ſhe was. 
Wbo went in the boat with you ? 
ing. There was Peter Filpot, John Har- 


mon, one Erickſon, I do not know his chri- 


tian name, and John Jennings: there were 
about 7 or 8 of us. We were ordered to bring 
the captain and papers on board, and: to a 
where they came from : the captain refuſed to 
g0 on board us, it being in the night · time. 
What time was it? 
ing. It was about 5 o'clock : he ſent his 
mate with the papers on board; the mate and 
papers were returned on board their own ſhip 
again, but I did not go. 
9 Did any of your men remain on a board 
the 


x ns when they returned to 0 


own ſhip? 


3 ä 4 


- 


King, I dillive Peter Filpot remained on board 
with me; it might be about half an hour after 


5 o'clock when they returned again with the 
mate and papers. 


9. When they returned with the mate and 


papers, what happened ? 


King. The linguiſt named Harmon came on 
board with the mate and papers, and John Jen- 
nings and Erickſon. I aſked them what news; 
Harmon ſaid to me, his orders from the captain 


was to getſome liquor, and what ſhot-money we 


could of the captain, and then leave the ſhip. In 
the firſt place, they took the caſe of liquorfrom 
under the captain's table; they found ſome bags of 
coffee under ſome ſails ; then Ecko ſaid; theſe 
are my uncle's, I'll have theſe. They found 


a deſk, which they obliged the captain to open; 


there were ſome dollars in it, Which Harmon 
took out, and in rummaging, he picked up ano- 
ther bag and ſhewed it to me, and ſaid here. 
is ſome money which I have got for ſhot-mo-, 


| ney. I took it and put it into my pocket: he 
| brought the dollars; 1 faid, you have ne buſke, | | 


neſs with them, I believe they belon ng to ſome: 
merchant ;.the caſe of bottles and coffee, and to. 


the beſt of my knowlefes 6 muſkets, 3 pair of 


piſtols, and about 7 or 8 cutlaces were put in 
the boat, and I know Harmon carried away the 
dollars, becauſe I ſaw them on board afterwards, 
We went out of the cabin and wiſhed the cap- 
tain a py. night; I went into the boat and 
found the things there; we went to the prin 
teer, when we came along ſide the veſſe 
captain aſked what was in the boat, I ſaid. ſom 
coffee, ſome ſmall arms, a caſe wi liquor, ms 
a ſmall cag with ſugar, 
"Did Nn mention the money to him? 
„I did not. 
ing, No you tell him of the money that Har- 
mon had taken? 
King. Thad no time to tell him that, becauſe 


he ordered the things to be handed in, and me 


to return back to the ſhip with the coffee. 


2, Did he give you any, reaſon why, he would 


not have the coffee ? 
King. He ſaid itis not worth bringing on board, 


and — I inſiſt upon it Fo eaſy it back 


again to the ſhip. 

2. Did —.— any more than one caſe of 
liquor in the boat | 

King. No, I did not ſee : any more. 


ebe you in e 4. this return to 
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Ning. i did. 
Did the pulrather come near 2 


Dinci hip afterwards to hail her? . 8 


King. 1, Filpot, and one Baker, were in the 
boat, and we ran down along fide her with the 
coffee and put it onboard ; ſome perſon in the boat 
hailed the ſhip and told 'them, if they would 
bt too he would ſend him his coffee again. 

. What anſwer was made ? 
ho do not know. 


ow long after this time did you ſee the 
| Pte ? | 


King. After we returned from puttin g the cof- 


fee on board, the wind · blew very freſh ; I went 
down into the cabin, Harmon came to me and 


faid, Mr. King, I have got ſome money. Said 
J. What money; ſaid he, dollars. I acquainted 
captain Watſon of it, he, and I, and Harmon, 


counted the money: Harmon ſaid, that I had. 


for ſhot- money; captain Watſon ſaid to me, 
take an account of the money, put it into the 


heauſet, lock it up, and give me the key. This 
Was when the boat was vecred aſtern: we went 


into the portof Dover on the 3oth, beingon a Sa- 


man lying on the mud, one or two of us ſuſ- 
peed that might be the Stadtholder ; two or 
three. of us aſked the captain, whether we had 
not beſt go to ſea, again; he ſaid, no; he would 
43% go to ſea again, by reaſon it would give too 


uch ſuſpicion ; ſo we went through the bridge ſh 
and moored, and evety man thathada wife went 


home : the next morning captain Watſon came 
7 and ſaid, there was a complaint lodged 
y 


that Dutcti ſhip againſt us. Said J, what fur 


are we to do; ſaid he, you zre-to go and acquaint 
the people that were in the boat to be out of the 
way, and at night we will go to ſea. In the af- 
ternoon I was with the captain again, J aſked 
him whether it was his reſolution to go to lea; ; 
he ſaid no, he would not go to ſea. 

©. Had you acquainted the people. that were 
in the boat to keep out of the way? 


King. I had, and they did keep out of the | 


way. 
9. Did he give you any reaſon why he chang- 
ed his mind? 

King. No, he only faid he 5 not go to 


ſea: towards the evening he deſired I would go 


and get Readard and Filpot, and go to his houſe 
and get a caſe that he would provide for us, 
and carry it on board inſtead of the caſe of bot- 
tles taken from on board the Dutehman, which 
was then on board. | 


25 6 about midnight; there we ſaw the Dutch- 


9. my he give you any reaſon for crunng 
the caſe ? X a 

Ling. He faid, the ſhip might be ſearched the 

dem day by the captain of the Dutchman. 
9. Hig he tell you the n had been on 
ws his ſhip ? nen 

King. He did: I wh Peter F ilpot went to 
captain Watſon's houſe ; there was a caſe 
ready, we did not preſume to carry it ourſelves, 
but he fent it along ſide the v eſſe] by his maid, - 
and Filpot received it. I was by at that time. 

* Why did you not care to carry it? 

Becauſe we were afraid of being ſeen. 
"What became of the Dutchman's caſe ? 
ing. We broke it to pieces according to 
captain Watſon” s order, and threw it over 
board. 

V Did you ever, after the time you menti- 
oned of locking up the dollars, ſee them aſter- 
wards ? 

King. I faw them ſeveral times after in the 
bag; I took them out of the beaufet by captain 

atſon s order, and carried them to his houfe : 
that was the very e evening the Caſe was 
deſtroyec. 
What borums of them ? A 
| 512. I delivered them on the table, and he 
defired his wife to take them into her care, and 
ſhe took them. 

i Did he know they eamefrom the Dutch 


"King He did. | | 
| Croſs examination. | 
Council for the prijener,” You fy you. was A 


on? f 
5 King. I was articled as wen. 
How long is this ago? 
ng. This is ſour years ago this day, fince 


we arrived at Dover. 


Where have you lived fince ? - | 
ng.' I have lived there ever Tomy _—_ x 
have been at ſea fince. * - | 
In what capacity ?. * 
ing. In his majeſty's ſervice; [havebeen 2 22 | 
monty maſter of a tender. 
ap No the laſt 22 months? 
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I work in a ſmall boat, and pilot. 
9. Have you been always conſiſtent with the 


Pe you have told now? 


<4 I tell the truth, and nothing but the 
etl, | 
9. Whether 


9, Whether you ave wk given the ſame 
account as now ? 
King. I have always, when talking on this ſub- 
ject to any body. 
Do you know when you was applied to, 
about the month of March aſt, to know if you 


could give any evidence in order to your being 
the French land. 


ſupened as a witneſs for captain Watſon ? 

King, | w' s applied to by Mr. Streten and 
another gentleman z they applied to me in cap- 
' tain Watſon's affair; I told them I deſired to 


have nothing to ſay about his affair, and gare 


them no anſwer. 

O.: Whether you did not ſay, it was not ma- 
terial for you, either one way or the other; that 
pp could do captain Watſon neither good nor 

arm ? 

King. I defired to remain as I was, as I could 
do him no good, I did not deſire to go up to do 
_ any harm. 


id not you ſay you could do bim no 
. nor no harm ? 


King. I told them I could do him no od 


and therefore I defired to do him no harm. 
S Do you know-one Mr, Millar? 
mg. Udo. 
| 2, Have you not lived at his houſe | 5 
King. No. | 
Qi. Have you been in company with him? 
Aing. I have, and he with me. 


2. Did you never receive money of Mr, 


Millar ? 
King. No, never. 
$ Nor was you never maintained by him ? 
ing, No. 


Q. Has he ever given you any inſtructions in 
what manner you was to give your evidence here? 

King. No. 

2, Have you ever been any other voyages 
with captain Watſon in this privateer? 
King. Yes, Sir, I ſailed with him before. 
Ri. N Have "oo ſince? 


9 Wha became of the money which you 
ale) ſhot-money ? * 
* That was put into the dag with the 


21 How came you (when captain Watſon 


what you had in the boat, and you 


told . arms ad a caſe of liquor,) not to tell 

him you ed money allo ? 

Ming. Becauſe 1 
of the boat, and he made me return back with 


ts1-: 


Harmon having the money ? 


out of the cabin. 


d not time ; I was notout 


2 How far was the ſhip from * at %he | 
time of your acquainting captain atſon of 


Xing. Perhaps not a quarter of a mile; ſhe 
was ſtanding to the French land under fail, 

Z What courſe were you ſteering? 
ing. We were under fail, reaching over to 


2, Did captain Watſon order you to take 


any thing ? 


King. .No, he did not; no farther than he 
ſent by Harmon the linguiſt. | 
Priſoner. That witneſs is no more of a ſai- 


Jor than a hog, he was a butcher tha, I took 


him. 
Peter Fi t fevorn. 
Filpot. I followed the ſea ſome time, I be- 
longed to the Fly privateer in Oetober 1757. 


Who was captain? 0 

{pt William Watſon; that is the gentle- 

man. (Pointing to the pri ner.) 5 
2. When was ſhe fitted out? © 


Filpet. She was fitted out in that month. 


She was a new veſſel. 


* Do you remember meeting with a 


fhip ? 

Filpet. We met a Dutch ſhi | called the 
Stadtholder, and fired a gun, an brought her 
too ; the captain de a boat on board to 
ſee from whence ſhe came. 


on on hou? OS. 

pot. Mr, King, myſelf, Jennings, and 

| Vick Filpot, my brother, We ſent the 
mate of the Dutch ſhip, and the papers, on 

board our privateer, with the ]i pr. inter- 
pret to captain Watſon. Mr. and I re- 
mained on board the Dutch ſhip; the boat re- 


turned again with the two jinguilh, John Har- 
man, and Charles Chriſtian 1 and ſoma 
others, I believe — s was one of them. 
Then the lingui 3 hand bags of coffee 


3s Who was that linguiſt ? 


ot. It was Chriftian Erickſon. I was 


on the ſhip's deck ; he brought them to me, and 


we put 5 or 6 bags of coffee, with a caſe of li- 
quor that they brought out of the cahin, on 
board our boat, with ſome ſmall "ay which, 
were handed out of the hold, 
2. Did you ſee any money ? 
upot. 
wards. 


5.5" not, Lhead of u du. 
| r rA S gt ehen. 


1 


. When 


Tre] 


9. When they were in the boat what be- 
came of them? 
© Filpat, Then we went on board the pri- 

vateer. 
©. Did the captain * theſe things you 


mention? 
Filpot. Yes, he ſaw them handed into the 
privateer ; he ordered the caſe of liquor and 


arms to be handed in, and he ordered us to 


carry the coffee back avain to the ſhip. 
'9. Did he give aoy reaſon for that ? 
Filpot. He was angry with Mr. King for 


hoped the privateer. 
. Who ordered you into the boat ? 
Fos. Captain Watſon did, to go on board 
the Dutch ſhip, to order the captain to be 
brought on beard the privateer with his 
OS. 
:a®, Lg ordered you to bring the liquor 


aw 
PM pot. John Harmon did; Mr.“ King re- 
ceived that order from Harmon. 
2, When did you arive at Dover? 

Pipe On the 3oth of October we ſaw the 
Duie ſhip, as we then ſuppoſed her to be, at 
our coming into the harbour, 

Did any converſation paſs been you 


an captain Watſon on the, 3oth of October, 


at Dover. 

 #ilpot, We conſulted between Mr. King, 

| myſelf, and others. Captain Watſon was then 
on the deck with us; we thought it would be 

the beſt way to go to ſea... Gans Watſon 

would not go to ſea again. 


What became of the caſe of liquor after 


ot to Dover ? 


pot, I believe the liquor was expended 


before we came there; the caſe, I believe, 
was broke to-pieces. It was Mr. King's order 
to break the caſe to- pieces, and throw it over 


board. 
Croſs examination, 
2. Whether any of the perſons 9 to 
to ſea again, but thoſe Who had been of the 
t . crew, and had been on board the Dutch 


ſh | 
Nahe, Ves, Sir, there was Mr. Readard, 


he was not one of the boat's crew. 
9. Whether any perſon agreed to go to ſea 

again, except thoſe who had been p undering 

of the Dutch ſhip * 

| Filpot, Yes, there was this Readard, © 


5 EEE 


| make yourgelypur of going to fl . 
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| Readard, 


Who was for going to ſea again . 
pot. Mr. King, mylelf, Mr. Readard, 
and Mr. Waldren. 

Why were you for going to ſea again ? 
Fips. Becauſe we had a ſuſpicion that was 
the ſhip that lay on the mud that we had been 
on board, being cautious we might be queſti- 
oned with having done wrong. | 
William Readard fworu, 
Readard. I belonged to the Fly floop pri- 
vateer, Ceptain William Watſon, we came 


into Dover on the 3oth of October. 
bringing it, and ſaid it was not worth taking or on 


L. When did you fee captain Watſon after 
ou came into Dover ? | 
Readard. | did not fee him at all after we 
Came into Dover. 
Was you one of the boat's crew ? 
ed. No, 1 was not. 
2. Did you aſſiſt in unloading the boat 


when it returned from the Due ſhip ? 


Readard. I did. | 

Q. Where was the captain at the time ? 

Keadard. He was on the ſtarboard: quarter, 
he ſtood by and ſaw it. I put on board ſome. - 
muſkets, cutlaces, piſtols, a caſe, and ſome 
ſugar. 

What was done with the caſe ? 

Readard. That was 2 into en Wat- 
ſon's cabin. 

©. What became of it? | 

Readard. When we came into the 1 
that was deſtroyed, about * o'clock on the 
Sunday night. 

By whoſe order? 
Readard, By Mr. King's. | 
©. Do you know any thing the captain ſaid? - 
Readard. No. 

N. Do you know any thing of a conſultation 
about going to (ea again? | 
Readard. Mr. King told me we were to go 
to ſea a 9. 800 that night. 
id you hear any body elſe ſay ſo? _ 
e. No, I did not. At firſt coming 
in we ſaw the ſhip lying in the harbour; we 
told captain Watſon we thought it was the 
Dutch ſhip; they applied to the captain, and 
thought it would be much better to go to ſea 
again; he replied, he would not, becauſe it 


would look ſuſpicious. He made that anſwer 


before we got through the bridge. 
9. Why did the ſight of the Duck: ſhip 


— 


E 


Readard. On account of our having been on 
board her, and taking out theſe things. 
2. Did captain Watſon know you had taken 
out theſe things? | 
Readard. He did. 
Henry Waldran ſworn. 
/  Waldran. I know captain Watſon, 


2, Had you any converſation with him after 


this affair happened? 


l aldran. Ves, Sir, we ſailed out of Dover 
Pier the 20th of October, I was one of captain 


Watſon's crew. 
1 I; Did you ſee any dollars on board? 
aldran. I look'd down into the cabin, and 
ſaw captain Watſon, King, and Harmon there, 
counting the money; Mr, Watſon took out a 
bag and gave it to King, and bid him put the 
money in. | | 
What fort of money was it? 
Waldran. It was large and ſmall money. 
3; Was it Engliſh coin. . 
IValdran. I was not nigh enough to ſee. 
I told captain Watſon theſe proceedings could 
not do, and it would not proſper. 
©. What proceedings ? ” 


l aldran. What I ſaw come on bord] I 


thought it was not lawful. He ſaid, you fool, 
if I pay for it once, I go clear twenty times. 
I was ſhocked A 

D. What time was this? | 

IValdran, This was about nine at night, 
after the things came on board. 

5 Croſs examination, 
| I; Was you on board the boat. 

IWaldran. No, I was not. 

Priſaner s defence. 

I know nothing at all of what is charged 
againſt me, and though I ſtand charged upon 
life and death I will not tell a lye. I went out 
before the eyes of 500 people, the ſhip I ſaw 
was about ſix miles off, the was directly bound 
for the coaſt of France; ſhe being in my way, 
I brought her too, and deſired my officer to go 
and fend me the mate and papers on board, 


becauſe. there ſhould be no. defraud. When 


the boat returned, the man came to me, we 
| looked at the papers. I ordered them to re- 
turn immediately, and not ſtop five minutes. 
I waited a little while, and then grew impa- 
tient: I called to them, they gave me no an- 
ſwer. I aſked the reaſon they did not come 


when I called them. The ſhip edged away 


up with her. 


from us, we dropped -aftern, and I called 
them again. They did not ſeem to be in a 
hurry to put off: I told them I would abſo- 
lutely ſink them if they did not come. I am a 
quarter part owner of the ſhip, a new veſſel, a 


very remarkable one. I called to them a third 


time to come immediately, or I would leave 
them behind. I wanted to go to the coaſt of 
France. When they returned, I ſaw ſome- 
thing white in the veſſel; I aid, what is that? 
They made me no anſwer. I ſaid, you ſhall 


carry it all on board. With that one of the 
men jumped out, and hid himſelf below. 1 


ordered the linguiſt to hail the ſhip ; we came 
The linguiſt ſaid to the Dutch- 
man, bring too, to take your goods again. 
They ſaid, what all my goods: I ſaid to the 
linguiſt, tell him all his goods. My men did 
not want for proviſion and liquor. I never 
ſought for liquor. It was not worth my whils 
to rob any Dutch veſſel; I have taken 200 
ſail, and condemned them all as lawful prizes, 
and I hope I ſhall take as many Spaniards be- 
fore I die. If theſe men that come againſt me 
robbed the Dutchman, I know no more of it 
than the child unborn. I muſt be a great vil- 
lain indeed, to go out in ſight of 500 perſons, 
and with an eaſterly wink and am as well 
known in Holland as I am in England, to be 
guilty of what I am charged with. I have as 
good as an hundred a year from the Dutch: 
can it be imagined that I would go to roba 


Dutchman of a little liquor, I ſcorn it. It is 


>7 


aſked every 


impoſſible to keep men on board privateers ho- 


neſt, they are in general a very bad ſet of men. 
I cannot find a man on board my ſhip, that 
ſaw any arms come over my ſhip's fide; J 
one of them to a man, When 
King mentioned the caſe to me, I talked to 
him about it, I aſked him if the Dutchman 
had been wronged of any thing. He faid, 
perhaps + may ſwear ” has been OR ; 
they would fa would make a ſhip pa 
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be ſure it is a very bad cuſtom, and it was out 
of my power to break them of it; for my part 
I had rather ſee a Frenchman than a Dutch- 
man at any time. All that know me, know I 
was always above that of robbing a Dutchman 
of a little liquor, that will not do for me. 
have been ſeven months now in cuſtody. 


For 


1 


eee 
* " 
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: For the priſoner. 
| Jobn Willis ſworn. 
IVillis. I live at Dover, I was one of the 


crew of the Fly privateer. 


. What burthen was ſhe ? 
illis, J do not know; ſhe carried ten guns, 
and ſometimes 38, ſometimes 40 men. 
| 3; In what capacity was you! 
Willis. T was before the maſt. 


D. Do you remember the time of bringing 
a Dutch ſhip too? 


illi. I do, it was on the 20th of October; 
there was a boat ſent on board her, the boat 
brought back the mate and the papers for the 


captain to examine them; after he had Jooked 
at them, he ordered the people of the boat to 
carry the mate, with his bills of lading, on 


board again, and not to bring the leaſt thing in 
the world away, but to return immediately, 
Was you one of the boat's crew? 
Villis. No, I was not. As ſhe did not 


come ſo ſoon as the captain ordered, he or- 


dered our veſſel to be tacked about, and run 
down to the Dutchman; he took the ſpeaking- 
trumpet, and ſaid, if they did not come away 
immediately, he would go away and leave 
them; they ſtaid ſome time after that; the 


captain tacked about again, and ſaid, if they 


did not come, he would not ſtay a miaute ; 


' ' preſently they came along fide, this was about 
| fix o'clock. | | 


9. Could you ſee any thing in the boat from 


. 
Il illis. I ſaw ſomething looked like bags, and 
captain Watſon ſeeing ſomething, he ſtamped 


on the deck, and ſaid, you have robbed the 
Dutch ſhip; with that they were going to 


jump out; he ſaid, the firſt man that offers to 


come out of the boat, I'll fire a ſwivel into you, 
and fink you. | 
Did any come on board? 
Millis. John Harmon, the linguiſt did. 
A Did he come with, or againſt the will of 


the captain? 


Wilks. That I do not know. ; 
9. Was there any anſwer given from the 


people in the boat? 


Willis. They ſaid they were afraid the boat 
would fink. 
boat funk, they ſhould carry it on board again. 

. Was it a high ſea? 


back all the three times. 


„ 


Willis, It was a very high ſea, They went 
back again to the Dutch ſhip; the ſhip was 
hailed by John Harmon, the linguiſt; 

I Do you underſtand Dutch? | 

Willis. No, I do not. Captain Watſan or- 
dered Harmon to hail the ſhip, and tell them 
every thing ſhould be brought on board again. 
Harmon ſaid, what, every thing? The cap- 
tain ſaid, yes, every thing. 

Q: Did you ſee whether any goods were in 
the boat wien it returned the third time. 

I/illis. There was nothing in the boat but a 
little liquor, which Harmon ſaid the Dutch 
captain had gvien him. > | 
Q.: To whom did he fay that? | ; 
Millis. I heard him tell captain Watſon fo. 
The caſe of liquor was brought the ſecond 
wy wy — | : | | 

Did you ſee any fire-arms int 
2 I did r- | N 285 b 
Did you hear any talk of any m. 

— No, I did —_ pra. ; 

Q: Did you ſee any dollars? 

hap No, ] did not, | 

Did you ſee any cag of ſugar ? 
| Fils No. wel, . Fg 

9. Had you ever been any cruize wi 
ain Wade before this. 5 | ents 

Willis. No, I failed with him fix months 
after, we took between 20 and 30 prizes, which 
were all condemned as lawful prizes. ; 

I. Did you bring too other ſhips ? 

illis. Yes. If 


2. Did you ever bear captain Watſon give 


encouragement to pilfer ? 
9. * 1 £2 
' 2, What were generally the orders he ga 
3 crew ? Ts . on 9 
lis. He always gave them ſtrict charg 
not to touch the leaſt thing in the world — 
that if they did, he would confine them. 
Croſs examination. 
— became of the caſe ? Wo 
4171s. It was put down in the ſorecaſtle b 
the linguiſt's order. He told the captain, 1 
Dutch captain had made him a preſent of it. 
2. Was it not put into the cabin ? wy 
. Wilkis., No, not to my knowledge? Fo 
Was you upon deck when the cafe was 


handed up out of the bo FT. 
he captain told them, if the P at f 


Willis, I was, and was lookin doin ia 
the boat, I was upon deck when thay came 


2 Ars 


I 


e 


'9. Are you able to ay what was 
out of the boat? 

Willi. Yes, I faw nothing come out of the 
boat but the caſe of liquor, | 

D: Are on ſure no fire arms were handed 
out of the 
Willis. I wh ſure there were none. There 
were none on I o . q 

| dward Gar: OY. 

S l I was on board the Fly privateer in 
October 1757. | 

9. In what capacity? | 

Gariſon. I was before the maſt, I remem- 
ber the day we failed from Dover we brought 
too a Dutch veſſel; they went on board in order 
to ſearch the veſle| for her papers, and to bring 
the bills on board. | There were orders given by 
captain Watſon not to plunder in the leaſt; 
that was his order every time the boat put off 
from the cutter. - The mate and papers were 
brought on board, and fent back again ; ſhe 
ftaid there ſome time, and captain 
dered them to come on board i immediately, or 
When they came on 


'V 
, 


he would leave them. 
board it was dark. 
Where was 
back a ſecond time! 
Gariſon. | was between the after gun and the 


ſecond abaft, I ſaw ſomething that I thought 
might be bales or bags, but what was in them 


I cannot tell, they looked white, Captain 


Watſon was upon deck, not a gr reat way from 


me; he was abaſt. He aſked them what they 
had in the boat. I do not know what anſwer 
they made. He deſired them to put off with it 
immediately and carry it back, or he would 
fire a ſwivel i into her and ſink them. 
Did any body come on board? | 
Gari/on. es, the interpreter did, and he 
brought a caſe or box on board. I cannot ſay | 
the captain ſaw it at that time, but he did 
afterwards, for he carried it forwards, and ſet 
it down. The captain aſked him, what he 
had got there: He ſaid it was a caſe of liquor 
the captain had made a prefent'of to him and 
the boat's crew. It was'very. rough weather ; 
rey ſaid, they were afraid they ſhould fink. He 
be would ok them them if they did not 
3 They went, but when they came along 
de the Dutch ſhip what they did 1 do not know. 
1 remember captain Watſon gave orders to the 
linguiſt co hail the Duteh ſhip to bring too to 
receive all her goods, that the boat's crew 
nad robbed him of. The linguiſt ſaid, muſt I 


atſon or- - 


you ' when the boat came 


[ *3 1 f 
ern en the e W cen We e 
3 as by when the boat returned 
re 7% F L 
W. any goods, fire me, 0 


any Sag Gg; Handed out of the dere into 


Zhong ? 
Cariſen. No, I did not ſee one thi handed 
out of the boat; if they had arms 


on board, I am ſure I muſt have To — 1 
failed with captain Watſon fourteen months; we 
took, I think, about twenty-five French veſſels 
in the time. They were all condemned. Some 
that had nothing 1 ballaſt, were ranſomed. 
9, At the times the captain uſed to ſend b 
boat to veſſels, what were the orders he gave? 
Gariſon, I have on board ; he gave or- 
ders never to r, but to ſearch for all the 
pa He was ſuch a- commander, that 1 


believe there are not many benter 3 he would 


face any thing, dy 
bes ines of work? 1.74 
ariſon. J believe he is a man & x 2s much 


worth as moſt people chat go to ſea. 
| Croſs examination. * 


2. Did 1 5 this liquot? 


2 — you ſee the caſe 3 — 
Cariſen. L ſaw it in the hold. = 
Are you ſure it was not in the cabin? 


Garifon, To the beſt of 1. e it * 


never was. 
Dania Gray * 
Gray. I live at 2 1 nada 2 


: ig belong to the privateer four 
On the 20th 20th Qober we failed from 


— too about 


: % 
= » = * 


- 


— brought 


to can? The fu th bou wich he ms 
and papers on board again ; they ſeemed 
a long time before they returned, beca 
wind was high, and it was a 
Tue captain was jmpatient becauſe t 
not return. When they returned there "ah 
to be ſome bales of goods. I was 
the captain; he aſked, what they 
22 They told him. He 
the things again, and or 
— inguiſt, to hail the veſſel to take his goods 
in. Harmon ſaid, what, all the goods: 
he captain ſaid, yes, all the 21 
They ſtaid a great while the captgin 


— — — ri Mears r 
# 


a Tv Wd. on 4 
- 8 = e 
3 * — 


taken down che hateh- way. 


dogs, you have robbed the veſſel, 
no anſwer to that. 


T 14 ] 


had 2 great mind 0 and leave them. At 
the ſecond time I ſaw nothing but a caſe of 
bottles; I think John Harmon put them on 
board. and came on board directly. The cap- 
tain aſked him, what he bad got there: He 
anſwered, a little liquor that 9 captain 


made us a preſent of. Very well, ſaid the 


captain, then take it to . and it was 


Did you ſee any money, or dollars ? 
ray, No, I did not, nor heard of any, 
till three weeks a month or after the 8 
was taken up. 
2, What was you on — 7 
Gray. I was ſteward of the veſlel, 
Croſs examination. 
2. When did the linguiſt come on board. 4 
Cray. When the boat ue the ſecond 
time. 21 F 2 
What time was it? 
Gray. It might be half an hour or r thre 
quarters after five © clock. 
9, Was captain Watſon e with the 
anſwer, when he ſaid it was a preſent ? 
Gray. He ſeemed to be nb way diflatizhed. 
Q, How much liquor was there ? 
Gray. There was about 5 pints of brandy, 
I believe. s* 
Is it cuſtomary at ſea for captains to 
make preſents of liquor to one another? 
Gray. It is very cuſtomary ſo to do. 
Richard Marſh worn, 


Marſh. I belonged: to the Fly privateer at. 


oy time. of viſt;og this Dutch. ſhip, 
What was you on board? 
2 I was cock. 
j 2 Do you meu the boat returning a 
ſecoud time? C3 3 Mt 1 
Marſb. Ido. 
2. Before the Ns returned the ſecond 


— do you remember any hailing ſrom your 
thip, for your boat to return a 


r No. | 
2, Do 2 remember your * coming on 
ah ſeeing any thang 1 in the boat, and 


any eder given upon it? 


Marſb. Les, I ſaw it myſelf, they looked to 


me like bags, :ſcemingly white. Captain Wat- 


fon looked over the ſhip's fide, and faid, you 
There was 
'The captain ſaid, if you 
do not return with the goods, I will immedi- 
9 a ſhot 1er and ok you. The 


men ſaid, the ſea ran. very high, and they did 
not know how to go. He ſaid again, i if you 
do not immediately go, I will fink you. 

Q: Do you remember John Harmon coming 
on board? 

Marſh. Ido; he 8 ſomething in his 
hand like a caſe. | 

9. Was it before or after the captain 8 


charging them in the boat with having robbed 


the Dutchman? 

Marſh, It was before that. I ſaw nothing 
but that caſe of liquor handed on board. 

9, Was it light enough to have ſeen fire 
arms and a cag of ſugars had there been any 
ſuch things ? 

Mar ſb. Yes, it was. 

-2, Did you fee any Dutch or Spaniſh 
money ? |. - 

Marſh. No, I did not, the time I was on 
board. 

2. Were there any orders given by captain 
Watſon to the boat's crew, on their going on 
board the Dutchman ? | 
. Marſh. He gave them orders to carry the 


mate and papers, and to return as ſoon as pofſi- 


ble. . I went after that a three months cruize, 
and after that a ſix months cruize. He was an 
extreme bold man. 

Croſs examination. 

2. Whether the captain did not aſk them 
what they had in the. boat, before he (aid, you 
dogs, you have robbed the veſſel? 

Mar, No, he ſaid that before he aſked 
what was in the bags. 

2, Did you hear any thing of the. ſhip's. 


crew deſiring the captain to put to ſea again 
when you got to Dover? 


Marſd. No, I did dot. 

\ : ,* Thomas Groſvenor ſworn. 
. I failed with captain Watſon two 
ears almoſt in the laſt war in the Weſt- Indies. 
Foe known him from his infancy, he uſed me 

n and genteely when we were brother 
pri oners together, 

Mr. Streeting ſworn, 

Streeting. I have known captain Watfon I2 
or 13 years. I am part owner of this pri- 
vateer, he owns a quarter of her. 

Is he a man of property? | be. 

recting. I believe he is, and I never heard 
To what he had a very a good character as to 
that of a moral man, He 
the to vn where he lived. 
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9, Do you remember any converſation with 
the evidence King, 
witneſs for captain Watſon ? 99 

Streeting. He ſaid he would not appear, for 
he could do him neither good nor harm. 

James Groſvenor ſworn. 

F. Groſvenor. I have known captain Watſon 
ever ſince I can remember, he always behaved 
well. I have failed with him many times. 

Captain James Boxer ſworn. . 

Boxer. I have known captain Watſon 20 
years, and upwards; he has a very good cha- 
racer of that of an honeſt man. 1 have been 
intimately acquainted with him, we cruized to- 
gether. I was captain of the Hornet privateer. 

— Stephen Norris ſworn. 
Norris. | have known him ever ſince I can 


remember. J live in the ſame town he does» 


ching his being a He bears a general good character. 


James Lucas ſworn; 
Lucas. I have known him 12 pany ne is a 
very honeſt man. 
Earle Goodwin ſworn. 


Goodwin. I have known him from his infancy, 


he always bore an extreme good character. 
2 Anthony Beacon ſworn. 

Beacon. J have reaſon to believe captain 
Watſon to be an honeſt man, or I ſhould not 
have engaged with him in a privateer, 


Mr. Paterſon fworn, SD 
Paterſon, I always looked upon captain 


Watſon to be a very honeſt man. Acquitted. ö 
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THE 


On His Majeſty's Commiſſion 


of Oyer and Terminer, and 


Gaol Delivery, for the 


High Court of Admiralty of England; F 


Before the Right Worſhipful Sir Tuomas SaLusBURY, Kant. LL. D. 
Judge of the High Court of ADMIRALTY; The Right Honourable 
Sir Cuax LES PraATT, Knt. Lord Chief Juſtice of the Court of 
_ Common PLzeas; The Honourable Sir Thomas PARKER, Ent. Chief 
Baron of the Court of ExcyHeQueR-; and others his MAjesTY's Com- 
miſſioners of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery for the Apm1- 
RALTY of England, held at JusTice-HALL, in the Old-Bailey, on 


Tueſday, March 30, 1762. 


—_ 


BILL of indictment was found by 
; the Grand Inqueſt againſt Thomas 


Smith, othe; wiſe Harding, Matthew 
Johnſon, Lawrence Tearnan, otherwiſe Tearman, 
John Smith, John Hughes, Thomas Baldwin, 
and Robert Wain, mariners, for that they, 
with divers other perſons not yet taken, on 
the fifth of May, in the firſt year of the 
reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, 
King of Great Britain, &c. with force of arms 
upon the high ſeas, within the juriſdiction of 
the Admiralty of England, between Cape Or- 
tegal and the iſland of Cyſago, about the di- 
ſtance of three leagues from the ſaid iſland of 
Cyſago, en the coaſt of Spain, in parts beyond 
the ſeas, being mariners on board a certain 
private ſhip of war, called the King George, 


whereof John Read was then commander, did 


endeavour to make, and did procure, cauſe, 
and make a revolt in and on board the fame 
ſhip, and in and upon the ſaid John Read, 


_ piratically and feloniouſly did make an 
_ aſſault, and confine, againſt the form of the 


ſtatute in ſuch caſe made and provided, 
and againſt the peace of our Sovereign Lord- 
the King, his crown and dignity ; and that 


they did betray the truſt in them repoſed as 


mariners of the ſame ſhip, and then and there 
upon the high ſea aforeſaid, piratically and felo- 
niouſly did turn pyrates, and the ſaid ſhip, with 
the tackle and furniture, &c. of the value of 


1000). from the care, cuſtody and poſſeſſion of 
the ſaid John Read, againtt the will of the 
ſaid John Read, piratically and feloniouſly did 
ſteal, take, and run away with, they being each 
and every one of them mariners in the ſaid ſhip. 

To this indictment they . pleaded not guilty, 
and for their trial put themſelves on God and 
their country : whereupon the following gen- 
tlemen were {worn upon the jury : 


Henry Kent, Foreman, | Thomas Naſh, 
John Curtis, Samuel Newton, 
Thomas Thorn, Samuel Holmes, 
Peter Moulſon, William Noſs, 
John Delafield, Samuel Gwillam, 
William Bruce, | Robert Phipps. 


The witneſſes were examined apart. 


James Anderſon ſiuorn. 

Anderſon. I belong to the Admitalty- office 
in Doctors Commons. ( He produced a book.) 
This is the original letter of marque boak kept 
in our office; it is for the French war. Here 
is the record of the commiſſion of captain Read, 
of the private ſhip. of war called the King 
George, a letter of marque. It was granted in 
the firſt year of his preſent Majeſty's reign. 

Thomas Gardiner ſworn. | 

Gardiner. The private ſhip of war, called 
the King George, fitted out in March 1761, 
John Read, commander, ſhe was bound on a 
cruize 


\ 
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cia, I was ſailing- maſter of the ſhip. 
©, Do you know all the priſoners at the bar? 
Gardiner. I do. He called each by his name. 
Do you remember any diſturbance on 
board that ſhip, when on that cruize ? | 
Gardiner. ; do. It began on the 1ſt of May, 
1761, the day we took the firſt prize. We 
were then at ſea, about twenty leagues from 
cape Ortegal ; it-proceeded to a great height. 
The prize we took was a brig, called the Ami- 
able Maria, from Bourdeaux to St. Domingo. 
IT boarded her, oe Charles Cannon came on 
board, none of the priſoners came on board. 
Os the 4th of May, ahout three or four in the 
afternoon, I and ſeveral officers were walking 
df the quarter deck, there was an account 
brought to us that the ſhip's company had 
broke the fore hatchway. I being maſter of 
the ſhip, thought it my duty to go forward, to 
ſee what was the matter. There I found Wil- 
liam White and Owen Murphy had broke the 
fore hatchway ; they had drawn the ſtaple, and 
got down upon the wine that we had taken ; 
we had put ſix caſks there of the prize wine for 
the uſe of the ſhip's company. They were 
hoiſting one of them out, jumped down, and 
ordered them to deſiſt. Murphy and White 
told me to get out of the fore hatchway, or 
they would do for me. Upon which Law 
rence Tearnan, one of the priſoners, with a 
knife open, back handed, ſwore by the Holy 
Ghoſt, and by the Lord Jeſus, that if I offered 
to interrupt them ſeizing it out, that it ſhould go 
to my blood bowl. Ijumped out of the hatch- 
way, ſeized it, took. it out of bis hand, and 


 - threw him acroſs one of the cheſts, and told 


them to deſiſt taking the wine out. By this 
time captain Read and his officers were round 
the fore hatchway upon the deck, armed. I was 
then down between the decks. Then : Law- 
rence Teatnan took a crow up, and ſwore 
the Lord Jeſus. and the Holy Ghoſt, if they 
offered to fire (pointing to Chenin Read) he 
would drive that through him; Upon this 
£aptain Read.and his officers declined ta oppoſe 
them. I was watching their motions, as 
having the charge of theſe things. Upon 
which one John Ryan (not one of the priſoners) 
came and ſaid to me, maſter, you had better 
go: on deck, if you offer to hinder them from 
getting the wine up it will be worſe for you. 
e caſk of wine was hoiſted out, and Mur- 


cruize againſt the French, on the coaſt of Gali- 


7 


phy ſwore by Jeſus he would cut my head off, 
if 1 did not go out of the hatchway. I went > 
upon deck. As ſoon as the caſk was on deck, 
they ſtaved the head in, and drank the wine 
out of bowls, their hats, or what they could 
adts-5 > 5-7 Ts „ 
5 2 Were any of the priſoners concerned 
in it! ! 
Gardiner. Baldwin, Tearnan, and John 

Smith were amongſt them. Tearnan made uſe 
of moſt bitter blaſphemous expreſſions, by the 
Holy Ghoſt. They gave themſelves the title of 
the Holy Ghoſt.. John Smith, he over-hauled 
the tackle, that is the pully that we purchaſed . 
things up with. They drank part, and flung 
ſome of the wine about at one another. It was 
ſoon out, they (wore by Jeſus they would have 
another up, then they over-hauled'the tackle 
again, and got another up. I begged. they 
would put it into the forecaſtle, and put centi= ——  :} 
nels over it till we had done chaſing.” We {3 
were then going in chaſe of à ſail, which was = 
juſt inſight. Through my perſuaſion they got 
it on the forecaſtle, and put it under the main 
ay (that is a large rope) ſo as to ſecureit Hat 
itſhould not roll abaut, and put proper .centine 
over it. When we came up with this ve 
ſhe proved to be a Spaniſh ſettee. Our ſecond 
captain went on board, but finding he could 
make nothing of her, he came on board again. 
This might be about five o'clock. As ſoon as 
we had ſhortened: ſail, and brought the ſhip too, 
Owen Murphy came upon the quarter deck, 
and took the; ſpeaking-trumpet in his hand, 
and ſaid, Harkee, you fellow, mind and take 
the command from me, I command this ſhip. - 
2. When was this? | bas 
- Gardiner. This was on the 4th of May. 
2. Were any of the priſoners by within 
the hearing of this ?: have E 

Gardiner. All the priſoners were there, ſome 
in one part of the ſhip, and ſome in another; 
the chiefeſt part of the hands were upon deck, 
there were very few, below: I went to him and 
ſaid, no, Murphy, you do not command this ſhipʒ 
he ſaid, d n your blood, I command{this ſhip 
now, I am captain of her. I ſaid; no, Murphy, 
you are hasdly: captain of her; he took up the 
trumpet and knocked it againſt a water butt and 
knockeditall to pieces; he ſaid, whereisthekeyoaf 
the arm cheſt, by the Holy Ghoſt Iwill have the 
key of the arm cheſt, We had/poleaxes, 'weas 
pons which we uſe on Js the ſhip, —_— 
. „ roun 
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tound the ſhip's ſide, they are little hatchets; 
Murphy took one of them with an intent to 


come and break the cheſt, to come at the arms: 
I went and ſet down upon it, and ſwore he 
ſhould not break it, and took and twiſted the 


- poleax out of his hand: the reſt of the officers 


took the poleaxes out of the way of the other 
people; upon this William White tame aft, 
and ſaid he was commander of the ſhip. He went 


into the paſlage that goes to the great cabin, 


and ſeized the centinel's cutlace out of his hand; 
upon which Mr. Pine, Mr. Quinnell, and my- 
ſelf, jumped down after him: we kicked his 
heels up, and wrenched the cutlace out of his 
hand, and by drawing it through his hand, we 
cut it; upon this the captain ordered White to 


be put in irons ; then the ſhip's company came 


aft and ſaid, one and all, one and all. 
©. Do you recollect whether any of the pri- 
ſonets were preſent in this:? | | 
Gardiner, I cannot in particular ſay which of 
the priſoners werepreſent, becauſe there were ſuch 


a number of men, there were about 200 men 
on board : upon this captain Read thought pro- 
per not to put the man in irons ; then the ſhip's 


company began to quarrel with one another, 


- and I think we had 32 battles that afternoon; 


afterthis they ſeemed to be pretty quiet, and went 


to their hammocks; the captain adviſed with us, 


and we thought proper to fit up with him in the 
cabin all night with arms. About two in the 
morning, on the 5th of-May, we were acquaint- 


ed they were breaking open the fore hatches 


again, for I had ſecured that after they had ſeiz- 
ed the wine up the evening before; then cap- 
tain George Burford our 2d captain, aſked me 
if I would go down in the hold along with him, 
to ſee if we could catch any of them breaking 


the hatchway open; we took each a pair of 


piſtols, - and went through the ſmall paſſage in 
the after part of the ſhip ; they found we were 
there, they called out, d—n my eyes we are de- 
ceived, for here is father red cap come amongſt. 


us, that was Mr. Burford, he wore a red cap: 


then they —_— and every thing ſeemed to 
be pretty quiet till about fix in the _— then 
William White went to captain Read and aſked 
pardon for what he had done the day before, 


and captain Read forgave him. I thinking I 


Had influence over 1 ſent for him to ad- 
viſe him to go and aſk pardon likewiſe. He ſaid 


de would ſerve me by night and by day, but what 


ſignifies my aſking pardon, when I am ſworn, 


_ caſtle, one Michael Furlong, Tearnan, and feve- 


Court. Go on to what was done by the pr 

ſoners, or in their preſence, * 
Gardiner. The ſhip's company continued in a 
riotous manner, I was perſuading them to make 
a cegular complaint if they had any to make; 
upon which I heard ſeveral of them, particu- 
larly Tearnan ſay, it was not meat or drink that 


they wanted, but it was the ſhip they wanted. 


Upon that I heard a great noiſe behind me, in 
the after part of the ſhip; I went towards the 
cabin dobr, there 1 found ſeveral of the muti- 
neers, moſt part of the ſhip's company, parti- 
cularly Robert Main for one; the cabin door 
was open, I ruſhed in, and found the officers . 
under arms; I took hold of a piſtol that lay on 

the table, and cocked it; Owen Murphy d—d 
captain Read's blood, and called him an old 
villain, and faid, he valued the piſtols np more 


than cabbage ſtumps, and bid the officers fire 


away, and opened his breaſt ; upon which a piſtol 
was fired from the cabin, and down Murphy fell 
by my fide ; then we made a general ſally upon 
the mutineers, ſeveral piſtols were fired, and Ro- 
bert Main received a ſhot in his hip, the whole 
ſhip's company in general mutinyed. Smith, o- 
therwiſe Harding, pretended to fide with us; he 
was in the cabin, and at the ſame time he was 
taking the arms out of the cabin clandeſtinely be- 
fore we had diſcharged any piſtols, and giving 
them amongſt the mutineers ; I ſaw him hand 
one piſtol and a cutlace down the fore hatchway 
between decks to them ; this was about eight 
o'clock on the-5th of May, vb 
©, Had Main any weapon in his hand? 
Gardiner. I cannot ſay I ſaw any, neither can 

I pretend to ſay the 4 were there parti- 
cularly, — all the whole ſhip's company 
were there in a riotous manner. The mutineers 
were diſperſed upon our ſallying out, ſome ran 
down below, and others jumped upon the ſore- 


caſtle; we all went back into the cabin to conſult 


what was to be done; it was agreed that Mr. 
Burford and myſelf, ſhould go out to ſee what 
was become of the ſhip's company, if they were 
ſilenced or not ; upon my approaching towards 
the fore-caſtle, I found a number of men there 
with muſkets pointed at me; they bid me throw 
down my arms and come up to them directly, 
or I was a dead man. | 
, Were any of the priſoners there ? 
ardiner. Lawrence Tearnan was there; I 
went up to them, as ſoon as I was upon the fore- 


ral 


nd on my ſhoulder, and ſaid, now captain, 
; hat fay you to a good ſhip of 200 tons; ſaid 
Lawrence Tearnan, ſpeak out at once, up goes 
Jolly Robin and the crofs bones to the maſt head; 
laid I, you are not pong a pirating; they ſaid, yes, 
by Gd weare. This Tearnan and ſeveral ſaid; 
1 told them no, I would nat accept of any ſuch 
offer; I underſtood they would have given the 
command to me. Charles Cannon put a piſtol 
cloſe to my temple, and ſwore he would blow 
my brains out, by the Lord Jeſus, if I would not 
comply with the command they ſhould give 
me. I faid, I would take any charge to preſerve 
the ſhip and lives of the crew. Said he, do 
— ſee your portion, pointing to the ſore yard; 

I faid, I ſee there is the fore yard; he ſaid, it is 
my opinion you will be ſwinging there by and 
by. Then Cannon ordered me to the aſter part 
of the ſhip, under a guard of 5 or 6 centinels, 
to take the command of the ſhip as pilot; upon 
which Thomas Smith, otherwiſe Harding, and 
his party, which were on the quarter deck (for 
he commanded there as firſt captain, they term- 
ed themſelves fo ;) there were firſt and ſecond 
captain, and all their officers, which received 
his command as firſt captain; they had arms 
handed dow out of the main top upon the quar- 
ter deck; they told me, with ſeveral arms point- 
ed to me, not to come a footfurther upon pain 
of death, when I was going towards them. 
©, Were any of the peilen there then? 
Gardiner. Thomas Smith, otherwiſe Harding, 
and Baldwin were there; upon this I was kept 
in ſuſpenſe ſome time upon the gang · way, not 
ſuffered to go forward, nor to the forccallle, till 
Charles Cannon, who ſtiled himſelf 2d captain, 
and Smith, otherwiſe Harding, who ſtiled him- 
ſelf iſt captain, conſulted together. Upon their 
conſultation, I was called aft to the quarter 
deck, and the propoſal was made to me again, to 
take the command of the ſhip, by Smith, other- 
wiſe Harding, Cannon, and the reſt of them. I 
refuſed it again; Smith, otherwiſe Harding, ſaid, 
d—n you you deg, then you ſhall carry me into 
Corunna, that is the Groyne. I told them it was 


impoſſible to catry them in there, the wind being 


at north · eaſt; but I knew a port called Camare- 
ena, and I would carry them in there; Smith, 
otherwiſe Harding, ſaid, d n you you dog, don't 
you think I know the way into Corunna as well 
as you, that is it right a head: I ſaid, no, that is 
not, and if you run your ſhip in there, you 
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others came to me. F urlong clapped his will loſe her, and all your lives; upon this 


Lawrence Tearnan ſaid, run her on ſhore, let 
us all drown, and go to hell together. Smith 
took up a cutlace, and ſtruck me croſs the back 
with it; I found it was the flat of the hanger 


he ordered me to the other part of the ſhip, they 


took the command of the ſhip amongſt them- 

ſelves, and run the ſhip before the wind, and 

were running her into Cyſago, not into Quar- 

ner's Bay. I being cautious of the danger we 

were in, made me very uneaſy, (I was then a 

priſoner on the quarter deck, under guards.) 
©. Who was at the helm? 


. Gardiner, I cannot ſay who was there, I- 


think it was one O'Brian; I begged the liberty 
to ſpeak to Charles Cannon, I thought he was 


a little more cool than Smith, otherwiſe Har- 


ding; 1 was admitted to ſpeak to him. I told 
him the conſequence of their going in there, 
that they would loſe their ſhip and all their 
lives, and begged they would deſiſt running her 
in there; upon which Smith and Cannon con- 
ſulted together, and I was reſtored to my li- 
berty again. Where they were going in was foul 
ground, nothing but rocks, very deep water, 
no anchorage : \ = = I took the 3 of the 
ſhip as pilot, I fold Smith, otherwiſe Harding, 
and Cannon, without they aided and aſſiſted me 
in working the ſhip, as I was going to a criti- 
cal place, I ſhould meet with difficulty. I re- 


aſſumed the command again as pilot, and gave 


my command for Camarena ; I had not gone 
far, before Lawrence Tearnan, Baldwin, Smith, 


otherwiſe Harding, with ſeveral others, pto- 


poſed what death they ſhould put the captain 


-and officers to, (this was in my hearing) Law- 


rence Tearnan on his knees, opened his breaſt, 
and with bitter expreſſions, ſwearing by Jeſus 
and by the Holy Ghoſt, he would have blood 
for breakfaſt, blood for dinner, and blood for 


ſupper. He then made a propoſal for pointing 
a four pounder aft, loaded with muſket- 


ſhot, and to bring the captain and all his offi- 
cers in irons on the quarter deck, and there to 
ſtaple them down and fire at them. . 
QA. Were any of the priſoners there then? 
Gardiner. Smith, otherwiſe Harding, and 
Baldwin were there; I begged of them to deſiſt 
from any ſuch thing, and ſaid, there has been 
blood enough ſpilt . you are now going in- 


to a port where you may get your liberty, but for 
God ſake do not commit fo horrid an act as 
murdering the _ if you go on _— 


of Spain are as ſtrict againſt murder, as the 
laws of England. By this I perſuaded them 
all from it, but Tearnan ſtuck out to the very 
laſt, and ſaid, he would have blood for blood; 


none of the officers being upon deck, I begged li- 


berty of their captain Smith, otherwiſe Harding, 
that I might have ſome of the officers up, to 
give me aſſiſtance in carrying the ſhip in; I pro- 
poſed one, and another, but it was refuſed by 
the mutineers; at laſt I propoſed Mr. Quin- 
nell, they allowed he ſhould come up, and af- 
ter that be handed down again by Smith, other- 
wife Harding, and Cannon; he was not to aſ- 
ſume any command as lieutenant of the ſhip, 
only to receive the order from me, and ſor his 
advice, and be put in comfniffion by Harding and 
Cannon the ſuppoſed captains of the ſhip. I 
propoſed the boatſwain and two of my mates to 
come up, to get up the anchor and bend the 
cable, that alſo was granted; then I wanted 


- Tilly to fee, the officers, to ſpeak to the captain 
and them to give them a little ſpirits, as they had 


been ſo 005 in confſinement. 


2 ek Ho | were they confineg? $37 


2 * . : 


"Gardiner, I cannot tell that, as I was upon | 


deck, and they below. I know they were con- 
fined, becauſe there were above 30 centinels 
round about of the mutineers, 
xv Were any of the prifoners centinels ? _ 

Gardiner. Hughes was one, round the com- 
panion, a place where we go down, he ſtood 
on the * 198 deck; there were centinels found 
the bulk head of the cabin: 990 man at the 
bar, except Bob Main had a piftol and cutlace 


* 


in his hands; Main was wounded and Carried 


down into the cockpit ; every man was under 
arms; Johnſon was under arms on the quarter 
deck. As.I could not fee the captain and offi- 
cers, I made excuſe that I was an hungry, and 
ſhould be glad to go down to get a bit of ſome- 
thing to eat; Cannon came to me, and ſaid, if 
you are, hungry, is there not enough on board 


- the ſhip; ſpeak, what will you have, will you 


have a hog killed or a turkey; what will you 
have; I faid, a turkey. He takes a turkey, and 
with, his cutlace ſtruck its head off; and ſaid, 
here, God d—n you, here goes old Read's head. 


I could not yet get down to ſpeak to the offi- 


cers ; at laſt 1 told them I ſhould be glad to ſee: 


my draught : it was a critical place going in at, 


and it was in the cabin, This was conſented to 


Las 1 


vill be looked upon as ſome drunken frolick, but 
as ſure as there is murder committed, the laws 


by Harding, that I ſhould go down, but under 


pain of death if I did not return to my ſtation 


as pilot of the ſhip, in five minutes. I went 
down into the cabin, there I ſaw captain Read 
ſiting with his nole bleeding, cut almoſt off, 
holding it up with his hand. The ſurgeon, Ro- 
ger Morton, was along with him; there was 


alſo captain Burford, Mr. William Pine the 


4th lieutenant, Mr. Alexander Ervin, officer 
e marines, with ſeveral other petty officers, 
ſitting in a melencholy manner in their confine+ 
ment, with centinels both without and with- 
in the cabin. I had not time to take notice 


« 


who were the centinels ; captain Read ſaid, 


maſter, do you know what the mutineers intend 
to do with us. Thomas Smith, otherwiſe Har- 
ding, went along with me; Itook my draught and 
returned on the quarter deck, to take charge of 
the ſhip as pilot: about 5 in the afternoon, I 
brought the ſhip to an anchor; then Thomas 
Smith, otherwiſe Harding, and all the priſoners 
at the bar, together with 92 in number, ſeized 
the boats out, and went on ſhore, and carried 
me on ſhore with them. They went to Camare- 
na, and wanted to take me with them; I taid, I 
ould take the boats and return tothe ſhip again 
[ hired ſome Spaniards, and the teſt of the muti- 


neers got in the boats and went on ſhore. I told © 


captain Read they were gone, and he returned 
to his; poſt and took the command of the ſhip 
again. 2 hi * ö 
2, Db all the priſoners. at the bar go on 
ore? 5 . 

Gardiner. They did, except Main, who 
was wounded. Baldwin returned with me from 
Corunna; I followed the priſoners. over land 
there, and had them taken up there by order 
of Mr. ee our — and brought 
them back to the ſhip. zg 1 

2. Did any of the priſoners return of their, 
own accord? MW | 4b 

Gardiner, Baldwin did. I made a propoſal, 
that if any would return to their duty, I would 
give them 2 piſtereens a man; but inſtead of 
their returning back to the ſhip, they went away, 
to Ferrol, and went on board Spaniſh, men of 
war but this Baldwin, I brought back with, 
me, | 444 1910 

. After they had taken the command of, 
the ſhip upon themſelves, how came they ta, 
direct you to go to Corunna Bay ? pry 

Gardiner. It was my propoſal. to carry them 
there, for they were unacquainted. with the 
8 | place, 


7 
1 


[a] 


place, and knew not where to go. There were 
none [ believe, knew where to carry her, and 
they delivered up the care of the ſhip to me. 

. from Smith, otherwiſe Harding. Did I 
not aſk you whether there was a garriſon at Ca- 
marena, when I made the — for going 
there ? 

Gardiner. They threatened me upon pain of 


death, if I carried them into any. place where 
I ſaid, if any notice 


there was a garriſon. 
was taken of us, I would ſay it was an En- 
a gliſh cruiſer come in to water. 
2: fe from Smith, otherwiſe Harding. Did not 
Will White return on board the ſhip, and 
was forgiven b ” the captain ? 

Gardiner, He did. 

D. from Smith, otherwiſe Harding. Whether 
the people did not go aft ſeveral times, and 
aſk for proviſion, and whether the hatches were 
not locked up from eight at night till eight iu in 
the morning ? 


Gardiner, They were always kept locked up; 


the water was always ſtarted intoa butt, where 
every body had free liberty to come to it when 
they thought proper; they had the ſame allow- 
ance as the king allows, a pint of wine a day, 
but they were not contented : 
not proviſion they wanted, but the ſhip they 
Wanted. 

2. from Smith, otherwiſe Harding. Was it 
not neceſſary for a man to have water by night 
as well as by day ? 

Gardiner. The water was always upon the 
quarter deck, they were never refuſed it; their 

art complaint was, they had not bread ſuffci- 
ent; upon which captain Read gave orders, 


that if they had not ſufficient, they ſhould have 


a pound of bread more a week; they had five 
pounds a man, and he ordered them ſix pounds; 
this was before the mutiny; as for beef and 
pork, there was no certain allowance at all, 
that was delivered out cut in pieces, five or * 
pounds in a piece, as it happend 
wiſe Harding, ſwore he would not take up his 
allowance (as to the wine, ) he would have more 
he ſaid, he did not underſtand prize wine to be 


ſerved out by allowance, they would have it at 


the maſt, and drink as they thought proper. 
Df. Had they a . 0 allowance of 
meat and drink? 
Gardiner, They had. 
O. from Johnſon 
quarter deck, or not? 
For © 


Was I centinel on the 


: Smith, other- 


Gardiner. ] ſaw 1 under arms ſeverdl 
times that day on the quarter deck, and other 


parts of the ſhip, as they paſt and repalt ſeveral 
times, 


from Johnſon. Did you ever ſee me miſ- 


behave on board the ſhip before this ? 
Gardiner, At this time, every body behaved 


ill; I never ſaw him behave in particular worſe 


Where was I at the 


than any of the reſt. 
2. from Tearnan, 
time I took up the crow? 


Gardiner. Tearnan was between decks, then | 


right oppoſite the fore hatchway. 

2 from Tearnan. 2 I not woweng to the 
gunner's crew ? 

Gardiner. Yes. 


2. from Tearnan. Did Ihart any body with x 


the crow ? 

Gardiner. No, nobody; but he ſwore be 
would. 

9. form Tearnan, 
pable at that time of hurting any man? I had 
been ill. 


Gardiner. He certainly was capable of ſtab- 
bing me, when he had the knife drawn in his 
hand. 
they ſaid, it was 


Q: from Tearnan. The queſtion is, with 


the crow ? | 
Gardiner, I can't immediately anſwer that; * 

if he was ſick, the ſurgeon is the beſt judge of 
that. 


I did not perceive he was ill. 

Q: from Tearngn, Where was I in the ſhip 
when I took the knife out? 

Gardiner. He was in the ſame n where 


he took up the crow afterwards, between decks. 


Q: from Tearnan, What time was it 8 


Gardiner. I believe it was about 30 — 


the afternoon. 
29. from John Smith. Whether: I had any 


arms in my hand? 


Gardiner. I did not ſee John: Smith on the 


quarter deck; he was on the main deck almoſt 
all the day; he had arms, hut he was not im- 


2 under my inſpection. | 
V fs om John Smith. Did I not affiſt you in 


all c 

Gardiner. John Smith acted as boatſwain of 
the ſhip in the mutiny, and then by my order 
from the quarter deck, as I was emyloyed by 


Thomas Smith, otherwiſe Harding, and the 
What 1 ordered, he 


reſt of the mutineers. 
obeyed, 


2 2 frm. 


Do you think I was ca- 


1 


2. from John Smith. Did ever miſbehave 


"0 before, on board the ſhip ? 


Gardiner, No; 
ſtation. 


g & row Hughes. Had 1 any arms in my 
and! 


he was very well in his 


Gardiner, I ſaw Hughes with arms in his 

| m_ þ "PP 
from Main. 

neglect my duty ? 
Gardiner. No, never. 


” Thomas Lattimare ſworn, | 

Lattimore. I went out on a cruize on board 
the King George privateer of Briſtol, On 
the firſt of May we took a prize, and took fix 
caſks of wine out of the prize on board the pri- 
vateer. On the 4th of May the priſoners 
(naming them all) and others, broke open the 
| batches, hoiſted two caſks of wine out, and 
what they could not drink they ſpilt ; and on 
the 5th of May they took the ſhip away from 
captain Read. | 

L. What do you mean by that? 
| Lattimore. John Smith, 
ethers, went to the cabin door, and the captain 


Rood in his own defence with a brace of piſtols, 


and he ſhot Owen Murphy. 
©. Do you know any thing that paſſed be- 


| tween the priſoners at the bar and the ſhip's 


crew, of what they were to do? 
| Lattimore. The firſt agreement was, they 
were ſworn on the ſtarboard ſide. | 
2. Which of the priſoners were ſworn ? 
Lattimore. John Smith, Thomas Smith, 
Hughes, and Johnſon. They ſwore to take the 
ip from captain Read, and go a pirating to 
the Eaſt-Indies. | 
A Did you ſee a book? 
Lattimore. There was a book; Baldwin pro- 
duced it. | 
2. Where was this? 3 
Lattimore. This was on the coaſt of Spain, 
about two or three o'clack, I cannot tel} what 
day of the momth. They were all ſworn to be 
true to one another till death. Baldwin men- 
tioned it to be all true to one another. 2 
2. What book was it ? | 
. Lattimore, I cannot ſay whether it was a 
%o ent or a Bible. The men kiſſed the 


2. What wa d 


Did 1 ever miſbehave or 


homas Smith, and 


might 


| Lattimore. They ſaid they would ſtand tru 


till death, then they kiſſed the bagk. Baldwin 


was the firſt that kiſſed the book; Thomas 
Smith, otherwiſe Harding, kiſſed the book ; 
ſo did Matthew Johnſon, ſo did John Smith, - 
1 Tearnan, John Hughes, and Robert 

ain. | 

9. Did you agree with them ? | 

Lattimore. I would not agree to kill the 
ales. © | | 

A: Was there any conſultation about that? 

Lattimore. There was mention made either 
to run them up the yard-arm, or blow their 
brains out. This was after they were ſworn. 
Thomas Smith and Tearnan propoſed to kill 
captain Read, Mr. Larimore the lieutenant, 
Mr. Quinell and Mr. Pine. After that they 
went to the cabin to take poſſeſſion of that, and 
they fired from the cabin, and killed Owen 
Murphy, that ſettled them for a time. Then 
they offered the ſhip to Mr. Gardiner, to go a 
pirating to the Eaſt-Indies. 
9. Who offered the ſhip to Mr. Gardiner? 
Lattimore. Thomas Smith, otherwiſe Har- 
ding, and Tearnan. They ſaid to him, Now 
is * time to make your fortune. He begged 
and prayed of them to deliver the ſhip up, and 
ſaid he would carry ber into Spain, and they 
go on ſhore. They put captain Read 
in the cabin, and ſet centinels over him. Mat- 
thew Johnſon was one of the centinels. Mr. 
Larimore was confined in the cockpit. Mr, 
Pine, Mr. Erivn, and Mr. Quinnelh, were con- 
fined in the cabin with the captain. Theſe 
were all confined till we came tv an anchor in 
Spain, with centinels at the cockpit doors to 
keep them in. Then they hoiſted the boats 
out, and went on ſhore. | | | 

©. Did you ſee who cut captain Read's'noſe ? 
. Lattimore, I dd. Robert Main cut it; I. 
was by. 

O: How was it done? 
* Lattimore. When they were going inte the 
cabin they had cutlaces; Main up with his 
cutlace and cut the captain acroſs the noſe. 
That was done the ſecond time they were in the 
cabin. Main was wounded, he had cut the 
captain beſore. Then the captain fired, killed 
Murphy, and wounded Main. Then the men 
got two q pounders, and pointed them aft to- 
wards the cabin door, loaded and primed them, 
with matches lighted. 2 | 
2 Who directed that to be done: 


1 
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Johnfon, 


Lattimore. Baldwin, Tearnan, 
John and Thomas Smith did; They bid the 
men bear a hand, and get them pointed aft, 

LY, Why were they put there! 

Lattimore. Becauſe they thought the officers 


wete too hard for them. 


2. Who were centinels at the cabin door? 


Lattimore. Matthew Johnſon and James 
Leval were. 


©. Was Johnſon armed? 


Lattimore, He was armed with a brace of | 


piſtols and a cutlace. 
from Thomas Smith, otherwiſe Harding, 


Win you heard theſe things ſpoke of, why 
did = notgo and acquaint the ſuperiorofficers? 


attimore, Mr. Gardiner was by at the time 


when they ſaid, let us go a pirating; I dared not. 
. * ate Smith, . Flarding. Where 
at ſpoke ? 


* Juſt on the gangway on the quar- 
r YR iſe Hardi 
om s ot hertui ug. 
WIe eu alon with me then ? 
Lattimore... That I cannot ſay. 
Q: from Fo _ Which of us made the 


oath, and when 


Lattimore. I cannot tell the day of the month; 3 


it was the ſame day the mutiny happened. 
LY from Fohnſon. About what time of the 


ht in the morning. 


Latinos About ei 
ow long was it & bobgrs we 


2. from Len 
went into Spain? 
Latiimore.. It was the ſame day. 
A4 ron. I never handled a book fince 19 
* ard the ſhip. 


9. from Baldwin, Whether you left the 


hip or not, when the reſt of the people did? 
Lattimore. Ves, 1 did. 

. from Baldwin. Where did you go ? 
Lattimore. I went to Corunna. 


9. from Baldwin. Did you come back ain, 


and the captain put you in b 

Lattimore. Yes. 

Y. from Baldwin. Who was * with me 
as centinel? 

Lattimore.. James Leval was | 

9. from Baldwin, Was you not carried on 
ſhore the next day, with a rope put about your 
neck, and you flogged ? 

Lattimore. There was no rope about my 


neck, we were flogged. 


3 4 re 


2, Was you whipped in order to make 
confeſs, and give an account of what paſſe I 

Lattimore. 1 went on ſhore a watering, and 
one Bourn whipped me becauſe I left the ſhip : 
I was not whipped in order to make me con- 
feſs and turn evidence. 


for ? 

Lattimore. For goin - . 

Baldwin. He c ed they gave him eight 
dozen laſhes. 


Lattimore. No, they did not give me one 
dozen. 


9. from Main. Did you ever ſee me take a 


book in my hand to ſwear ? 
Lattimore. I did. 


Main, You ſaid, you never ſaid ſuch word. 5 
Lattimore. How could Iſay fo, when 1 KNOW: | 


it is true. | 
Peter Quinnel ſworn. 


Quinnell. I was an officer on board the king 
George privateer of Briſtol. She ſet out on 


the 19th of March laſt on a cruize, I failed in: - 


her. 


2. Do you remember being betwixt cape 


Onegal and the iſland of Cylago £58 
__ I do. | 
uncil. Take it up on the 4th of May.. 
Luinnell, I know all the priſoners. On the 
4th of May the fore hatchway was broke- 


open, and the men feized up a caſk of wine, 


againſt captain Read's will, and the other offt: 
cers. We could not prevail upon them to de- 
fiſt from doing it. Lawrence Tearnan had an 
iron crow in his hand, and faid, if captain 
Read or his officers minds any reſiſtance he 
would be the death of them. The next morn- 
ing they broke the hatch open again, that was 
the th of May. They ſaid they would have 


blood for ſupper over night; and then they 
ſaid they would have blood for breakfaſt, blood 


for dinner, and blood for ſupper. Tearnan,. 
Main, Baldwin, and Johnſon, came to the 
cabin door, with Owen Murphy, about eight 


= _ morni moving, and ruſhed into the cabin, 


of bitter expreſſions · to cap- 


| "AY: 
* No, they were 
me. 


at that 


ſwore the captain ſhout fire at him. 
was a fuing · Smith, W Was 


wor: 


Q: from Baldwin, What as ou whipped 


opened his — and 
Theres 


— - Vw. hace u 
” 8 N. 
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under arms, He delivered out piſtols and cut- were put in the arm cheſt on the quarter "BY 


laces to the people; he ran to a nine pounder, 
and aſſiſted to point it aft from the ſtarboard 


ide, and then another beſides, and pointed 


them towards the cabin door. This was after 


he had delivered arms to the mutineers down | 
the fore hatchway. 


Were the nine pounders loaded? 
uinnnell. They were; they ſwore they 


would fire them into the cabin amongſt the offi- 


cers; this I heard them ſay. 
2. Was any other of the priſoners there 


aſſitting, when the firſt nine pounder was 


pointed. 

Duinell, There were others that are not 
here. By this time the captain and officers 
were obliged to go into the cabin. I was then 


upon the quarter deck. I ſaw a muſket in Tho- 


mas Smith's hand pointed taqwards the officers. 


At laſt one of the people, I cannot ſay who, 
ſaid to me, you had better go down, or you 
will Joſe your life. Then I went down. Then 


one John Ryan came, .d told me I 2 go 
upon the quarter deck. Then Thomas Smith, 


otherwiſe Harding, Tearnan, and Baldwin, 


preiented piſtols to me, and ſwore if I 


aſſiſted captain Read, or any of the officers in 
the cabin, I ſhould loſe my life. I deſired and 


begged in all love that they would moderate the 
affair, and conſider the conſequence that might 


attend it. But Smith, otherwiſe Harding, was the 


laſt perſon that I could bring to a capitulation. 


He ſwore he would hang oſd Read, with ſome 


of his officers, at the yard-arm ; he would hang 


him as an old brute, with bitter expreſſions. 


On the 4th of May there was a man fell from 
the gangway. Tearnan ſaid then, that if that 
man is drowned, ſome of you ſhall loſe your 
lives. The man was drunk and fell over 
board. Matthew Johnſon was placed one of 
the centinel's over captain Read's cabin door. 

©. Did = ſee who the man was that 
Cut captain Read? 

Quinnell. No, I did not, the ſmoak of the 
piſtol intercepted it. His noſe was almoſt cut 
off, and another officer received a ſtab in the 
Cheb. 

Did you fee any of the priſoners there ? 


were at the cabin door; Thomas Smith, other- 
wiſe Harding, was then in thecabin, pretendin 
to fide with captain Read. The captain deli- 
vered up his arms out of the cabin, and they 


- 
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LA What time was that? 85 
Suinnell, I imagine this was much about 12 
at noon, on the 5th of May, The officers 


were to remain in the cabin till the ſhip was 


brought into a port; this they were to do 


under the penalty of my life. When they 


came into the port, they ſeized the boats out, 
and about 109 of them went on ſhore. 


2, How long were the captain and officers 
confhned ? 


Duinell, They remained priſoners from | 


half an hour after nine till five, when we got 


to anchor in Camarena bay. They remained 
there till all the mutineers hoiſted out three boats 
and got on ſhore, 

2. from Smith, otherwiſe Harding, How | 


have I behaved before? 


Quinnell. He always behaved well till that 
unfortunate time. 

Q: from Smith, otherwiſe 1 Did you 
ſee me have any hand in breaking the hatch- 
way and taking the wine; 

Quinnell. No, I did not ſee you have any 
hand in that. I heard'yon ſay you was the 
commander of that veſſel, and all the people 


were in ſubjection to you; you wanted more 


allowance, and you had very good allowance, 
Baldwin, Main, and Tearnan, were conteſting 
for want of proviſion ; I ſaid I would go and 
acquaint captain Read, and if that is not ſuffi- 
cient, no doubt but he will allow you more, 
though at that time I knew they had ſufficient. 


Tearnan anſwered, it is not proviſion we want, 


it is the ſhip we want immediately, This was 
on the 5th of May, 

Q: from Tearnan, Did I hurt you, c or ever an 
officer on board the ſhip ? | 

Quinnell, No, he did not hurt me, our lives 
were in his hands. 

2. from Hughes. Whether you ever 7 me 
0 ? 

Luinnell, Not till that day; then they were 
all their own maſters. | 

9. from Johnſon, Did you ſee me breaking 
open the hold ? 

Quinnell. No, I did not, but I faw you with 


arms, and you behaved very bad. 
nivel. Tearnan, Main, and Baldwin 


| William Pine ſworn. 
* I was fourth lieutenant on board the 


g. King George privater. 


2; What force was ſhe ? 
Pine, 
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Pine. She had 24 nine pounders, and 199 
men when we went out. | | 

9. Look at the prifoners, and ſay who had 
or had not a hand in that affair on the 4th of 
: Ma 2 . a f 

Pine. Thomas Smith, otherwife Harding, 
we took him to be a friend of ours, in the ca- 
bin to affiſt us. They ſaid to him at the fore 
| hatchway, are you againſt us. He faid, no, I 
am not, and handed cutlaces and piſtols down 


hand down another, I being oppofite him pre- 
vented him, upon which he went down and 
joined the mutineers. Preſently after that we 
were obliged to quir the poſſeſſion of the main 
deck. They pointed the ſwivels at us; we were 
obliged to go into the cabin. Then they got 2 
nine pp unders, and pointed them to us in the ca- 
din. Then Smith, otherwiſe Harding, came to 
us, and ſaid if we did not deſiver up our arms, 
they would fire upon us. He came frequently 
into the cabin with piſtols cocked in his hands, 
bringing us meſſages. He came as com- 
mander of the ſhip at that time, that he ſaid 
was a law amongſt, them all, he. was chief 
amongſt them, affiſted by one Cannon. I 
was confined in the cabin, what was done on 
the deck I cannot ſay. Tearnan took up a 
crow, and .inted it. up the hatchway, and 
faid, if captain R-ad, or any of his officers 
came to them below, he woulddriveit through 
them, or to that purport. Afterwards I ſaw him 
in arms come by the cabin door ſeveral times, 
| while! vas confined there. Johnſon was a 
centin at the cabin door, armed, that none of 
us ſbould go out. We were told, the firſt 
man that off 
be a dead man, or to that effect. fy 
2. Did you ſee John Smith do any thing? 
Hine. I did notfee him do any thing particu- 
lar, only with the reſt of them, aſſiſting them. 
I believe he had arms, but I cannot be poſi- 
tive. Neither did I ſee any thing particular 
in John Hughes, I know he went away with 
the reſt of them in the boats. I ſaw Baldwin 
on the forecaſtle when the arms were handed 
down. 
cabin door, when they all ruſhed into the ca- 
bin, and we fired at them; he came oppoſite 
me, he was running aft. I preſented a piſtol 
to him, he faid I am wourided, and went down 
to the doctor. Captain Read's face was cut at 


= 


fered to go out of the cabin ſhould 


I remember Robert Main came to the 
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that time. 
ſo much ſmoa 
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hite did not ſay he would cut my legs 
off if I did not deliver my arms up; and aſked 
me, what buſineſs I had there? 
ne. No, I remember no ſuch thing, I 


Pine. No, 


ſaid to Harding, with an oath, are you againſt 
us. He, wich an oath, ſaid, I am not; and 
handed down piltols to the mutincers immediy 


the fore hatchway to them. He was going to 


ately. 


2. from Smith, allt Harding. Did you 


fee me about the wine? ” 
| Ping, It is impoſſible to tecolleR ſuch a parti: 
cular thing as that, | 


12 * Tartan, Was I. breaking the | 


Pine. Tearnan was ſtanding by at the time 
they were going to get the wine up, with 2 
crow in his hand, ſwearing deſtruction to any 
that ſhould come down, The hatches were 
broke, but I did not ſee-who broke them. 


825 from Main. Whether you ſaw me miſy 


behave while I was on board the ſhip before 


this things 
Pine. 
of one particular perſon amen 


? 


ſo many men, 


we had nothing before this affair, only ſome 
. 


little things, 2 man getting drunk, or. 
canot fay I noticed any particular bad behayi 


in Main. 


2. from Main. Had I any hand in meddling 


with the wine? 


Pine. 1 do not remember he had, Py 1 
way was full of people all round it. 


Smith, otherwiſe Harding i defence. ... , 


"3 5 
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I firſt come out with the cruize ; we were 
nat above three weeks out, before we cou 
not Jive on our allowance, neither beef nor 


bread ; we had but half a pint of liquor a days 


and that was water, They told us there 
victuals and liquor for a fix months cruize, 
we had not enough to keep us alive; we 


"we 


ſeveral complaints. Word went to, captain _ 
Read; he could not come out, but left all to 


the ſecond captain. The ſecond captain ſaid, 
get you hence, you dogs. So one of the fore- 
— men went aft to captain Burford, The 


captain faid, if any man wanted more allow- 
ance, they muſt bave this, that was a piſtpl 
cocked, and blowed in his eyes, and a Hold | 
broke over his head, Ti man chat went to him 
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cannot ſay what. was the behaviour 


iour 
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wanted to come in-. 


. clear, and moored the ſhip as 


was Owen Murphy. We made ſevera] regular 
complaints to our captain, and all was left to 
the ſecond captain, and he did juſt as he pleaſed. 
Thite or four men went to the captain. 
wir there when Murphy was ſhot. The cen- 
tine acquainted "captain Read, that Murphy 
ey went to ſnap the 
door too, ſome people got their hands jammed 


in it. Captain Read faid, what do you want, 

Murphy. He ſaid, you promiſed us wine when 
we took a prize, and'would give us our allow- - 
ance in every thing. Captain Read roſe up, 


rocked his piſtol, and ſhot the man directiy. 


I ruſhed out with a e my hand. A man 


ſhewed me his back, where à ball had gone 
through. Will. White was the head mutineer, 
he got a pardon; Will White faid to me, you 
dog, without you Jay down your piſtol, I will 


murder you directly. 1faid, I would not hurt 


an officer in the ſhip, and the firſt port we got 
to, I would go on ſhore, We went to the 
conſul, and got product. I did not touch 
the boat to ſeize her out. We got every thing 


Every man went on ſhore ; after that a gocd 
many were taken up and put in the caſtle. 


Then word was brought, if any would go on 


doard not a man ſhould be hurt. I would not 


ſttay in the fliip where murder was committed, 


and we were likely to be ſtarved. The gunner 


ud ſecond mate laid, any man that had a mind. pe 


a go on ſhore was welcome. When I got to 
Corunna, Mr. Burford wanted me to go back 
to the ſhip; but I inſiſted upon ſeeing the 
Spaniſh conſul. They put me in the ſtocks 

and kept me twelve days. When they brought 
us to England, we were confined on board three 


Weeks; and when we were brought on ſhore, 


we remained between five and ſix months double 


 Hroned; then we were removed to Launceſton, 


where we remained 27 weeks. We had been 
Tufi away with by vermin, if people had not 
deen kind in affifting of us. There are a great 


many of our witneſſes at Briſtol now, and they 
will take no notice of them. Some ate on 


G. 
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e ought to be. 
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board men of war, and ſome they let go to 
Ireland. i | 


| © +, Johnſon's defence. | 

I 'was centinel at the cabin door all the time, 
but J did not hurt any of the officers. I waited 
on the captain in all reſpects. When he ſent 
me down for bread, I brought it him: when 
any wanted to go out, I went with them; and 


I dared not refuſe doing as I did. 


a  Tearnan's defence, re 

When we were in Launceſton, gaol we were 
557 to very ſhort allowance, that is all I have 
to lay. 
| | John Smith's defence. | 
Mr. Gardiner knows whatever he aſked me 
to do, I did. I went down to the ſide of the 
ſhip to ſound the water to carry the ſhip in ſafe, 

Hiugbes's defence. | 
The firſt I ſaw of it was as I was on my 
duty on the quarter deck, I heard ſome. piſtols 
go off, I went to ſee what was the matter, 


and Main ſaid, my dear, I am a dead man. 


I never handled arms but when I was at my 
quarters. All our witneſſes are on board men | 


OB TR TL eg 

1 Baldwin's 1 

T only aſked for my right, that was our al- 
Jowance. We had not proviſion to keep us 
alive; and after I came back to the ſhip, I was 
licked and abuſed unaccountably with à fix- 
nny ſtick, DO | wm 
Robert Main's defence, _ | 
I was got in the cabin when the people went 
to aſk for their allowance, and a ball lodged in 


my fide, My witneſſes are on board men of 


war. 5 - 
Thomas Smith, otherwiſe Harding, Law- 
rence Tearnan, Fhomas Baldwin, and Ro- 
bert Main, Guilty Death, _. 2” MW 
Matthew Johnſon, John, Smith, and John 


Hughes were acquitted; 


_—_— 


Libs Court adjourned to Toene „ April 275 
at the Common Hall in Doctors Commons. 


Tualen in Sort. band i) THOMAS GURNE x. 
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